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who would take a second wife, the woman who
desires to marry a dead husband, can do it in no
other way than on Young's intercession and by his
consent. Say, that a girl of erratic fancy takes into
her head the notion that she would like to become
one of the heavenly queens of a departed saint;
nothing easier, should her freak of imagination
jump with the Prophet's humour. Young is her
only judge, his yea or nay her measure of right
and wrong. By a religious act, he can seal her to
the dead man, whom she has chosen to be her own
lord and king in heaven; by the same act he can
give her a substitute on earth from among his
elders and apostles; should her beauty tempt his
eye, he may accept for himself the office of proxy
for her departed saint.

In the Tabernacle I have been shown two ladies
who are sealed to Young by proxy as the wives
of Joseph; the Prophet himself tells me there are
many more; and of these two I can testify that
their relations to him are the same as those of
any other mortal wives. They are the mothers of
children who bear his name. Two of the young
ladies whom we saw on the stage, Sister Zina
and Sister Emily, are daughters of women who
profess to be Joseph's widows. About the story